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MANAGEMENT OF LARGE-SCALE IRREGULAR 
MIGRATION IN LITHUANIA, LESSONS LEARNED

STATE BORDER GUARD SERVICE UNDER THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA



IRREGULAR MIGRATION FROM BELARUS

137

203

130

3812

10295

12564
418

4339

203

2016-2020 2021 2022

19 13 8 67 77

473

2891

591

21 50 94 22 8 9 36 33 26 13 21 14 17 13 9
0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

Ja
n

u
ar

y

Fe
b

ru
ar

y 

M
ar

ch
 

A
p

ri
l

M
ay

Ju
n

e

Ju
ly

 

A
u

gu
st

 

Se
p

te
m

b
er

O
ct

o
b

er

N
o

ve
m

b
er

D
ec

e
m

b
er

Ja
n

u
ar

y

Fe
b

ru
ar

y

M
ar

ch

A
p

ri
l

M
ay

Ju
n

e

Ju
ly

 

A
u

gu
st

Se
p

te
m

b
er

O
ct

o
b

er

N
o

ve
m

b
er

2021 2022

Data for 2022 until Nov 15



HYBRID ATTACK

 Government involvement

 Instrumentalization of migrants

 Disinformation started to be used as a tool

 Destabilization of public order

Demands a quick joint response



MANAGEMENT OF SITUATION. USE OF FORCES
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PREVENTION AND RESPONSE. LESSONS LEARNED

• Existing measures against the hybrid attack were 
not sufficient

• Amendments to national law

• Logistical challenges 

• Physical barrier at the state border

• Border surveillance systems 

• Support from the EU institutions and agencies, as 
well as from other MS

• Countering the threat through a collaborative 
approach

• Sharing of intelligence, joint investigation cell in 
Vilnius

• Prompt and effective sanctions for involved entities

• Is the current migration policy capable of tackling 
today’s migration challenges?



FACILITATED IRREGULAR MIGRATION 2022 (Jan-Spt)
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE PHYSICAL BARRIER

550 km 



LAND BORDER SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS

Systems allow to ensure 
surveillance of

70,5 % of the border(756,65 km):

 100 % sea border (119,65 km)
 100 % border with RUS (275 km)
 53,3 % border with BLR (362 km)



LAND BORDER SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS



DAMAGE OF THE PHYSICAL BARRIER

424 cases

Data for 2022 until 15 Nov





THANK YOU FOR 
ATTENTION


